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Mr. Wilkes remarked, that 'among all the bold flights
of Shakespeare's imagination, the boldest was making
Birnamwood march to Dunsinane; creating a wood
where there never was a shrub; a wood in Scotland!
ha ! ha! ha ! * And he also observed, that * the clannish
slavery of'the Highlands of Scotland was the single
exception to Milton's remark of "The Mountain Nymph,
sweet Liberty," being worshipped in all hilly countries.'—
'When I was at Inverary (said he,) on a visit to my
old friend, Archibald, Duke of Argyle, his dependents
congratulated me on being such a favourite of his Grace.
I said, " It is then, gentlemen, truly lucky for me; for
if I had displeased the Duke, and he had wished it, there
is not a Campbell among you but would have been ready
to bring John Wilkes's head to him in a charger. It
would have been only
" Off with his head !   So much for Aylesbury"
I was then member for Aylesbury.'
WlLKES. ;We have no City-Poet now: that is an
office which has gone into disuse. The last was Elkanah
Settle. There is something in names which one cannot
help feeling. Now Elkanah Settle sounds so queer, who
can expect much from that name ? We should have
no hesitation to give it for John Dryden, in preference
to Elkanah Settle, from the names only, without know-
ing their different merits/ JOHNSON. * I suppose, Sir,
Settle did as well for Aldermen in his time, as John
Home could do now. Where did Beckford and Trecothick
learn English ?*
Mr. Arthur Lee mentioned some Scotch who had taken
possession of a barren part of America, and wondered
why they should choose it. JOHNSON. ' Why, Sir, all
barrenness is comparative. The Scotch would not know

